Class Lecture: Character Under Pressure — The Stories of Hur and Nafeh bin Hilal

Topic: Comparing the choices of Hur al-Tamimi and Nafeh bin Hilal at the village of Dhu

Husam.

1. Introduction: The Moment of Truth

Today we are traveling back to the year 680 AD to a small desert village called Dhu Husam.
Imagine you are part of a small group of about 100 people traveling through the desert, and
suddenly, a cloud of dust appears on the horizon. It is an army of 1,000 horsemen coming to

block your path.

How would you react? Today we will look at two men on opposite sides of this encounter: Hur,

the commander of the 1,000 soldiers, and Nafeh bin Hilal, a companion of Imam Hussein. Their
stories teach us about decency, perspective, and the power of conviction.

2. Hur: The Commander with a Conscience
First, let’s talk about Hur (also referred to as al-Hur). He was the commander sent to stop Imam
Hussein from reaching the city of Kufa. Even though he was there to carry out a "serious crime"
by blocking the Imam, the sources tell us he had a surprising level of decency.

Respect in Ritual: When it was time for
the afternoon prayer, Hur refused to lead
his own men. Instead, he insisted that his
entire army pray behind Imam Hussein
because he recognized the Imam was "not
an ordinary person".

Restraint and Reverence: During a tense
argument, Imam Hussein used a sharp
Arabic expression toward Hur: "May your
mother grieve on you". As a powerful
commander, Hur could have retaliated.
Instead, he stayed silent out of deep respect
for the Imam’s mother, Lady Fatima. The
sources suggest that this specific respect
for the Prophet's family is what eventually
allowed Hur to find his path to forgiveness
later on.

The Middle Path: Hur was stuck between
his military orders and his conscience. He
eventually suggested a compromise: the
Imam should take a "middle route"—
neither into Kufa nor back to Medina—
while they waited for new instructions.
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3. Nafeh bin Hilal: The Power of Perspective

Now, let’s look at the other side. Nafeh bin
Hilal was a noble from Kufa, a writer of the
Holy Quran, and a man of immense courage.
He stood with the Imam’s small group,
knowing they were outnumbered ten to one.
Nafeh realized that being outnumbered can
"demoralize" or "instill doubts". To
strengthen the hearts of his companions, he
stood up and gave a speech that offered a
different way to look at the world:

Numbers vs. Truth: Nafeh reminded everyone
that numbers mean nothing to God. He pointed
out that even the Prophet Muhammad was
surrounded by people who betrayed him or only
gave "fake loyalty" with words "sweeter than
honey".

Success is Not an Exam: He argued that "true
success" isn't about being popular or having the
majority on your side. Just as the Prophet only
had 200 followers after 13 years of preaching,
Nafeh believed that staying loyal to the truth is
the only real victory.

Total Commitment: He famously declared to
the Imam: "Go west, we’ll go with you west. Go
east, we'll go with you east”. This showed that his
loyalty wasn't based on a specific destination,
but on the values the Imam represented.
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4. Comparative Discussion: Decency vs. Conviction

Class, look at the difference between these two:

1. Hur represents someone who is "politically brainwashed" but still has a spark of decency that
prevents him from being cruel. He is a man struggling with his choices.

2. Nafeh represents conviction. He doesn't struggle with his choice because he has "Basirah"
(insight). He knows that even if he loses the physical battle, he has already "won the war" in his

heart.

5. Conclusion: What defines greatness?

The sources tell us that these events didn't make these men great; they revealed the greatness
that was already inside them. Hur’s decency was revealed through his respect, and Nafeh’s
courage was revealed through his words at Dhu Husam.




Homework Reflection: In your journals, answer this: Hur chose respect even when he was
angry, and Nafeh chose the truth even when he was outnumbered. Which of these qualities—
restraint or conviction—do you think is harder to practice in middle school? Why?



